THE   DAWN  IN   ENGLAND

since, that their philosophy was shattered, and that
they had been beaten on their own ground. These
men had called far proof s in transcendent matters, and
the more honest and earnest were forced to admit that
they had had them. The noblest of them all was
Robert Owen, as famous for his humanitarian works
as for his sturdy independence in religious matters.
This brave and honest man declared publicly that the
first rays of this rising sun had struck him and had
gilded the drab future which he had pictured. He
said:

I have patiently traced the history of these manifesta-
tions, investigated the facts connected with them (testified
to in innumerable instances by persons of high character),
have had fourteen stances with the medium Mrs. Hayden,
during which she gave me every opportunity to ascertain
if it were possible there could be any deception on her
part.

I am not only convinced that there is no deception
with truthful media in these proceedings, but that they are
destined to effect, at this period, the greatest moral revolu-
tion in the character and condition of the human race.

Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten comments on the
interest and astonishment created by the conversion
of Robert Owen, the influence of whose purely mate-
rialistic belief was regarded as exerting an injurious
effect on religion. She says that one of England's
most prominent statesmen declared " that Mrs. Hay-
den deserved a monument, if only for the conversion
of Robert Owen/'

Shortly afterwards the famous Dr. Elliotson, who
was the president of the Secular Society, was also con-
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